
   

   

A GUIDE TO HISTORIC FORSYTH 

 Scandal and intrigue surrounded the construction of Rosebud County 
Courthouse in 1914. Rosebud County citizens recognized the need for a new  
courthouse when they passed a $125,000 bond issue in 1911 to fund the 
building. To design a suitable replacement for the original courthouseða 
wood-frame former schoolhouseðcounty commissioners hired Montana 
architects Link and Haire. That highly respected firm ultimately designed 
courthouses for eighteen of Montanaôs fifty-six counties. Link and Haireôs 
design was well received, and Grayôs Construction Company of South Da-
kota began excavation amid high praise in 1912.  
 Trouble commenced when it became clear that the project was more 
than $40,000 over budget. In September 1913, the editor of the Forsyth 
Times-Journal lambasted the county commissioners for the cost overrun 
and brought suit to restrain them from further expenditure. Apparently wor-
ried that his company would not be paid in full, Grayôs foreman refused to 
turn over the keys to the completed building, despite a court order. The 
clash had moments of high comedy: at one point, the foreman locked him-
self inside the building and secreted himself between the ceiling and the 
roof. Ultimately, a grand jury vindicated the commissioners. Ruling that the 
buildingôs design was ñimposing and attractiveò and its interior ñvery har-
moniously and artistically decorated,ò the grand jury declared that the coun-
ty received ñfull value for the money expended.ò  
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 807 MAIN   COMMERCIAL HOTEL 

Owned by pioneer entrepreneur Hiram Marcyes, 

the hotel was built in stages from 1903 to 1906. 

Marcyes, who owned a brickyard south of town, 

had earlier built Forsythôs first brick business 

block as well as several other properties. A 1905 

newspaper article gave Marcyes ñcredit for con-

structing not only the most [buildings], but the 

largest building in the cityòðthe new Commercial 

Hotel. The hotel, it said, was ñthe result of much personal effort,ò Marcyes 

ñhaving been carpenter, mason, and painter . . . at different times.ò 

 

FORSYTH MAIN STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

 Captain William Clark trekked through this area on his journey up the 

Yellowstone River in 1806. By the time General George Armstrong Custer 

passed by en route to the Little Bighorn in 1876, homesteads dotted the area. 

As the Northern Pacific Railroad pushed west in 1882, officials platted the 

town of Forsyth to serve its crews. They planned the town with a one-sided 

Main Street facing the railroad right-of-way. Growth at first was tentative with 

businesses clustered around the principal intersection at Main and Ninth 

Streets. Early urban development resulted from the efforts of Hiram Marcyes 

and Thomas Alexander, rival businessmen who controlled much of Forsythôs 

early economy. As the railroad attracted a more diverse population that includ-

ed doctors, lawyers, merchants, and service providers, Forsyth became a re-

gional trade and social center.  

 In 1901 Rosebud County was established with Forsyth as the county 

seat. Main Street expanded rapidly during the homestead boom of the 1910s. 

Although drought and depression in 1918 halted most development, Forsythôs 

importance as a local trade center was undiminished. Today twenty-four build-

ings span the period 1888-1931, offering small-town ambiance. The Marcyes 

Building and the Alexander Hotel, built by the townôs two rivals, represent the 

early period. The Renaissance Revival style Commercial Hotel (1903ï6), the 

Beaux Arts style Wacholz Building (1917), and the Spanish Eclectic Roxy 

Theatre (1930) illustrate the vitality of this small but thriving community.  

869 MAIN    DOWLIN & SWEETSER BLOCK 

The arrival of the Milwaukee railroad in 1907 

and the homesteaders who followed created 

new business opportunities for Forsyth, which 

grew in population from 726 people in 1904 to 

1,398 in 1910. Recognizing the townôs poten-

tial, Mayor J. W. Sweetser purchased this tract 

of land from early Forsyth pioneer Hiram Mar-

cyes in 1907. With financial backing from W. 

E. Dowlin,  this two-story brick business was built on Forsythôs unpaved 

Main Street. At the time, its relatively large scale was atypical, but  it quickly 

became a model for others to follow. The second floor offered rental rooms, 

while a variety of businesses occupied the street-level storefronts.  The 

ownersô pride in the structure was obvious: centered beneath the cornice is a 

concrete panel with ñDowlin 1907 Sweetser.ò 

925 MAIN  MERCHANTôS BANK BLOCK 

A 1912 fire at the next door American Hotel likely 

provided the impetus to stucco the facade of this 

brick building. Thomas Alexander, a pioneer busi-

ness man and founder of the Merchantôs Bank, built 

the first story of the two-story business block around 

1893. Alexanderôs bank occupied the east half of the 

main floor; the Post Office occupied the west half. 

The second story was completed in late 1894. Ac-

cording to local legend, business competitor Hiram Marcyes blackballed Al-

exander from the Masons. However, Alexander was   active in other fraternal or-

ganizations, and he incorporated a hall on the second floor ñfor the use of secret soci-

etiesò.  

971 MAIN  MERCHANTôS BANK  

Pioneer businessman Thomas Alexander founded 

Forsythôs first bank in 1892.  In 1898, he built this 

ashlar stone bank building with material quarried 

within a mile of Forsyth.  Inside, ñcommodious 

vaults of stone and steelò helped safeguard depos-

its from theft or fire.  Capitalized at $12,000 in 

1900, Merchantôs Bank was a small bank even for 

its day.   Nevertheless, it remained Forsyth's only 

bank until 1901.  By 1903 the bank had moved, and two storefronts, occupied 

by a barbershop and a carpentry/tinshop, shared this space.  Not long after, J. 

Z. Northway opened a butcher shop here, where he sold meat and fresh sau-

sage, which were manufactured in the circa 1910 rear brick addition. 
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933 MAIN   DROESE  PHARMACY  

In 1882 pioneer Thomas Alexander traded a 

parcel of land to the Northern Pacific in ex-

change for other property nearby. Alexanderôs 

farm became the town of Forsyth and Alexan-

der became an important local merchant and 

real estate developer. Among his other ven-

tures, he constructed four brick buildings on 

Main Streetôs 900 block. In 1897 he rented 

this one to a hardware and saddlery shop; construction of the second 

floor, which features a cornice decorated with a row of short pilasters, 

was still underway. In 1902 Alexander sold the western commercial 

style building to Peter Droese, who operated a drugstore here until 

1933.   

 Droese helped found Forsythôs telephone service in 1900 and, 

despite being a man, worked as its first ñHello Girl.ò In the teens, Dro-

ese stuccoed the buildingôs exterior, which perhaps had suffered dam-

age when the nearby American Hotel burned in 1912. In 1933, Ike 

Blakesley and Jack Mason converted the drugstore into ñClub Cigar,ò 

later known as Blakesleyôs. Ikeôs son Glen continued to operate the 

popular bar and lunch room into the 1980s. 

 981 MAIN    ROXY THEATRE 

ñMay You Prosper Well in Your New Thea-

tre with Your Steadfast Faith in Forsyth,ò 

read one of the many ads that filled the Au-

gust 28, 1930, Forsyth Times. Car and 

clothing merchants joined building contrac-

tors and suppliers in congratulating Antho-

ny Wolke and Frank Faust on the construc-

tion of their new theatre. Movies had played 

in Forsyth since the turn of the century, first in the Commercial Hotel, 

then in a converted Main Street storefront. The Roxy, however, was the 

first building in Forsyth constructed specifically as a theatre; it was also 

one of the few buildings constructed in Forsyth during the Great De-

pression. Entrance into the realm of romance and entertainment cost 

only fifty cents (sixty cents for balcony seats). 

 

167 N. 9TH  CHOISSER BLOCK 

This building was erected as a two-story 

commercial block in 1908 by Joseph 

Choisser. The buildingôs original cost was 

$30,000. substantial building is significant as 

one of only two three- story brick commer-

cial blocks in Forsyth. The building also 

housed the Forsyth Post Office for  nearly 

sixty years. Although the building does not 

display a high level of ornamentation, the keystone finestration areas, 

the detailed belt course, and the historic pediment lend attractive ver-

nacular detail to the building, at a level typical locally. 

 175- 183 N 9TH    

 RICHARDSON MERCANTILE IMPLEMENT DIVISION 

ñForsyth No Longer a String TownðSide 

Streets Are Being Utilizedò proclaimed a 

1910 Forsyth Times article lauding the devel-

opment of Ninth Avenue. Side streets lined 

with businesses marked a railroad townôs 

coming-of-age, as did construction of brick 

buildings featuring whatever architectural 

flourishes their owners could afford. This rel-

atively simple one-story building was constructed between 1907 and 

1910. In 1910, a large wooden warehouse stood in back; the Richard-

son Mercantile used both the warehouse and this brick storefront for 

its farm implement division. In 1915 the law firm of Loud, Collins, 

Brown, Campbell and Wood purchased the building.  

164-170 N. 9th  KENNEDY-FLETCHER BLOCK 

The largest commercial building in Forsyth 

at the time of its construction, the depart-

ment store was also the first brick commer-

cial block erected off Main Street. E. A. 

Richardson bought the business in 1908. In 

1916, he sold an expanded operation to his 

department managers, who transformed the 

building into three separate stores that sold groceries, dry goods, and 

hardware and furniture. 


